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Abstract

The main purpose of this research was to analyze the crisis situation of Lake Urmia (LU) catchment area and
providing solutions for its sustainable management using DPSIR model. Participants in this research were key
experts and informants in LU Rehabilitation Headquarters, Urmia University, Agriculture-Jihad Organizations,
Regional Water Companies, Departments of Environmental Protection and Agricultural and Natural Resources
Research and Education Centers in three provinces of West Azerbaijan, East Azerbaijan, and Kurdistan among
which 14 cases were selected through purposive sampling method. Semi-structured interviews (individual and
group) were used to collect the required data and data were analyzed in MAXQDA software using directional
content analysis. The results of the research showed that the factors related to crisis situation of the LU
catchment area were included 45 different indicators among which climate change (among the indicators related
to the driving forces of the LU crisis), inappropriate policies and poor management of water resources (among
the indicators related to pressure factors in the expansion of the crisis), reducing the water level of the lake
(among the indicators related to the current situation), and increasing air pollution due to dust and stress on |ocal
communities (among the indicators related to the effects) had the highest priorities compared to the others.
Moreover, according to the results of the study, it was found that the most important responses to resolving the
crisis of LU and its sustainable management were included establishing the new organizations and ingtitutions,
carrying out projects related to groundwater balancing, increasing the capacity of NGOs, tightening enforcement
of water protection laws, and increasing extension and training activities for farmers in the field water resources
protection.

K eywor ds. DPSIR model, Environmental crisis, Sustainable management, Urmia lake, Water resources.
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